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introduction 

In Habits of the Heart, Bellah, Madsen, Sullivan, Swidler, and 
Tipton observed, "Finding oneself means, among other things, finding the 
story or narrative in terms of which one's life makes sense" (1985, p. 81 ) . 
The pages of Working Papers in Art Education are a record of ten 
graduate students in diverse art education programs throughout North 
America as they made sense of their professional lives in 1988 by finding a 
story of research that embodies their unique experiences of academic 
studies, mentors, teaching, graduate student peers, and art. They describe 
and interpret, catalog and categorize, collect and analyze, read and reflect 
on matters that encompass the field of art education: art choices, teaching 
art methods in teacher preparation programs, relationships between 
contemporary art theory and art education curriculum, historical 
implications for present practices in art exhibitions, art for non-art teachers, 
art consultants, experimental psychology and art, autobiographical and 
existential bases for art curricula, the demands of bureaucratic mandates, 
and art curriculum in the context of social and political values. In clarifying 
their own research directions through these narratives, they realize a vital 
professional development, but they also inform future graduate students 
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about the research possibilities at particular institutions. Our field is well 
served in both functions by these emerging professionals. 
Marilyn Zurmuehlen 
Editor 
Cover art by Julia Kellman, "The Walnut-Early Spring," pencil drawing. 
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